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26 March, 2019 

 

Elora Wilkinson 

Planning and Development 

Halifax Regional Municipality 

PO Box 1749 

Halifax NS B3J 3A5 

 

Dear Ms. Wilkinson,  

 

Re: Spring Garden Road Functional Design Report 

 

On behalf of the Spring Garden Area Business Association (SGABA) I thank you and the team who have 

brought the plans for the Spring Garden Enhancement Project to this point. The pop-up held on March 

26, 2019 at the Halifax Central Library showed how the community appreciates the municipality’s 

commitment to building complete streets and engaging the community in this transformational project.  

SGABA strongly supports and applauds the vision of Option 4 for Spring Garden Road. It reflects the 

desires of many in the resident and business communities who are excited to see the commitment to 

transform Spring Garden into a destination for people to shop, to dine and to experience the vibe that is 

becoming more evident on the street. Wide sidewalks and narrowing of the road; a commitment to off-

street loading and permit limited on-street loading; and a variety of left turn restrictions enhance the 

walkability and livability of the community. The one-waying of Dresden and Birmingham Streets, with 

the neigbourhood parking that will facilitate, will be a significant benefit to the area.  We believe vehicle 

traffic is critical to the vitality of the street and maintaining the accessibility for elderly and others to be 

dropped off and picked up at businesses.  

There are some concerns with the currently proposed Option 4 though.  
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The Province enacted the Accessibility Act and are in the process of developing built environment 

standards, with implementation beginning in 2022. The municipality is aware of the importance of 

building inclusive and accessible public spaces for its residents, as is reflected in designation of the 

Cogswell District Redevelopment Project as a Rick Hansen Gold Zone. We propose the following,  

• The Spring Garden Road Enhancement Project area should be designated a Rick Hansen Gold 

Zone and meet the criteria for the Gold Accessibility Standard; and  

• The city should take this opportunity to work with SGABA and the business community to 

ensure the Spring Garden Road Enhancement Project is compliant with the Accessibility Act and 

meets the highest standards of accessibility and inclusion possible. Some examples of what this 

would look like include, working with businesses to build ramps and other accessible entrances 

as part of the sidewalk re-design; accessible pedestrian signals; plain language and pictorial 

signage etc.  

We are also concerned about pedestrian and vehicular safety at the intersection of Birmingham, 

Artillery Place, and Queen Street. We had previously recommended the intersection be converted to a 

roundabout.  Currently, the design does not identify a safe and accessible option for pedestrians to cross 

in these areas and with the proposed changes in traffic patterns some increased traffic can be expected 

at this complex intersection.  

SGABA has previously raised the issue of wayfinding and parking with the municipality. The next phase 

of this project, the schematic design, should include way finding for public attractions and historic 

districts, businesses, and both private and public parking. We hope we can partner with the municipality 

to engage the business community and identify the best options to increase awareness of the local 

amenities to visitors.  

One other issue which we feel will need to be addressed is the placement of garbage, recycling and 

composting stations on the street. We have not raised this previously, but we recognize that current 

arrangements, especially with the 3 large bin configuration, is less than adequate. Perhaps we can 

discuss an interim arrangement, especially for the very crowded sidewalk in front of the Sport Nova 

Scotia Building. 

While we welcome these enhancements to Spring Garden Road, street-front merchants will be the most 

negatively impacted by construction. SGABA offers our support in facilitating relationships between the 

municipality and local merchants to mitigate these negative impacts and find joint resolutions. We urge 

the municipality to consider an expediated construction period, possibly by extending construction to 18 

or 24 hours.  
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Our Policy Analyst, Jennifer Wilcox, will be at the Transportation Standing Committee meeting on 

Thursday in my stead. We do not intend to make a formal presentation, as our views are expressed in 

this letter. 

Once again, we are excited and applaud the municipality for their vision and commitment to listening to 

the people of Spring Garden in the design. We hope you to take this feedback into consideration and 

look forward to continuing working together. 

 

Kind Regards,  

 

Darrel Pink 

Acting Executive Director 

 

Copy: Mayor Mike Savage, Lesa Griffin, President SGABA, Councilor Waye Mason, Transportation 

Standing Committee c/o Phoebe Rai, Legislative Assistant 
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