
 

 
June 1, 2019 

 

Re: South Park Bike Lane 

Dear Mayor Savage and Councilors,  

As reported in All Nova Scotia, the tender for the proposed bike lane, phase one is almost double the 

estimate by HRM staff. This is a significant difference to burden taxpayers with. There is a $376,000 

difference between the budgeted $435,000, and the lowest bid by Dexter Construction for $811,000. 

We support active transportation and recognize the need for cycling infrastructure, but not at all costs. 

If Regional Council supports the current tender, it will set a dangerous precedent for how much the 

construction industry is able to charge. Given the city’s budget constraints, and already high taxes on 

businesses and home owners, we need to be thinking of innovative and cost-effective solutions.    

 

Commercial Assessments in the Spring Garden area total over $232 million and growing. Millions in 

private investments are reshaping our downtown. Yet, this development boom places an undue burden 

to businesses in the core. Spring Garden bears the highest assessments of all the BIDS and Business 

Parks,  we struggle to compete. Ensuring businesses thrive in the urban core benefits our city and 

province. It is in accordance with HRM’s Regional Plan and other initiatives (e.g., IMP; Moving Forward 

Together; Centre Plan) to densify the urban core and build complete communities where people live, 

shop, and play. 

We have lost 3 major public parking spots in the last 2 years and short-term parking is critical to the 

needs of businesses and residents in the area and our aging population. Businesses and residents in the 

Spring Garden area consistently raise the issue of affordable and accessible parking. Past public 

engagements by the Association have shown that many are choosing to shop at the business parks 

rather than downtown, which contribute to costly urban sprawl.   

 

While the IMP will decrease the need for a vehicle on the peninsula, the realization of its vision has yet 

to be obtained. This lack of efficient transit links across the peninsula and especially with other areas of 

the HRM, combined with the rapidly rising cost of housing, means that the car remains one of the only 

viable options for many residents. Until the HRM makes a bold investment in transit or tackles the 

affordable housing crisis, it must include both active transportation and affordable and accessible 

parking in its downtown neighbourhoods.  

We want all residents to enjoy the heart of Halifax and option 2A ensures that. 

 

Sincerely,  

Sue Uteck, Executive Director  


