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It’s official! We’ve counted the votes and the dates for the 2017 
Shopping Under the Stars have been decided. This year we will 
kick off the holiday shopping season in the Spring Garden area on 
Friday December 1st and again on Friday December 8th. Thank 
you to everyone who voted, your 
feedback is greatly appreciated.
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April Morning Mixer

2017 Shopping Under the Stars Dates

Spring Garden Planning and Development Information Session

Have you noticed graffiti on your building? Are you looking for a cost 
effective way to get it removed? The SGABA can help! We have a 
program that will share in the cost of getting your graffiti gone. If you 
are interested in the program or are looking for more information, 
please contact Jennifer Malec at jennifer@springgardenarea.com.

Graffiti Removal 

April’s mixer is being hosted by Vitality Medi Spa 
located in Spring Garden Place Mall! Join us 
on April 19th at 8:30am to learn from their team 
about the many products and services they offer. 
With hair services, a wide range of medical 
services and a full day spa, everyone can find a way 
to pamper themselves! Enjoy delicious treats, good 
conversation and enter your name for a chance to 
win a door prize! All are welcome; we can’t wait to 
see you there!

On Tuesday, May 2nd, join the Spring Garden Area Business 
Association at the Halifax Central Library (Lindsay Children’s Room) as 
we invite Jacob Ritchie and Brad Whalen from the Halifax Regional 
Municipality to speak about planning, streetscaping and 
construction mitigation in the Spring Garden area.

Beginning at 6:00pm, Mr. Ritchie and Mr. Whalen will discuss:

• Spring Garden Streetscaping
• Parking in the Spring Garden area
• Construction mitigation and what to do if there is an issue
• The future state (Centre Plan) for Spring Garden
• The planning process in HRM, including when and where the  

public are able to participate

This event is free of charge and open to the community. Light 
refreshments will be served.

This year’s Open City is taking 
place on Saturday May 13th. If 
you are interested in 
participating in this event, please 
contact Gordon Stevens at 
gordon@theuncommongroup.ca 
with your business name, location 
and offering or special event.

Open City 2017



If you’re searching for a locally owned and operated insurance company in Halifax, 
look no further than Gateway Insurance - Halifax South. Open in the Spring Garden 
area since December 1st 2016, co-owners Michael Wilson, Jonathan Thompson and 
Daniel MacMillan are three young entrepreneurs who are passionate about doing 
business downtown.

A native of Ontario, Wilson decided to make Nova Scotia his home after his studies 
at Dalhouise. Following his path into the world of insurance, Wilson began working 
for Gateway Insurance. Two years ago, Wilson was presented with an opportunity to 
open his own branch of Gateway. Recognizing that this was a unique opportunity 
for him to work with a partner on his own business venture, Wilson, in partnership with Thompson and MacMillan, 
decided to take the leap and open Gateway-Halifax South.

While providing clients with the traditional types of insurance including commercial, home and auto, employee 
benefits, as well as health and life insurance, Gateway’s Area Manager Daniel MacMillan also has a focus on the 
marine sector. Gateway is also proud to be the preferred broker for the Restaurant Association of Nova Scotia 
(RANS). “Partnering with RANS and working downtown is a perfect fit as we are able to offer restaurants in our 
area discounts on their insurance needs,” said Wilson.

As newcomers to the area, connecting with their neighbours is extremely important to Gateway Insurance. “We 
are very excited about being downtown and we want people to know 
that our door is always open and we are always open to have a chat 
about helping make your insurance requirements work better.” (Wilson)

For more information about Gateway Insurance - Halifax South, stop in to 
their office at 1458 Dresden Row or visit their website 
www.gatewayinsurance.ca.

Every Woman Matters This Mother’s Day with Vitality Medi Spa 
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For more information regarding any 
of the articles in this newsletter please 
contact Rachel Brown at 
rachel@springgardenarea.com or by 
phone at 1.902.423.3751.

Member of the Month

We have wrapped up our Spare Change program for 
this year and were able to collect a wonderful 
donation in support of two of our local churches that 
offer outreach services – Saint Mary’s Basilica and 
Saint Andrew’s United Church. A big thank you to all 
of the businesses who participated in the program, 
we couldn’t have done it without you! Stay tuned for 
the re-launch of the program in September.

Thank you for participating in the Spare Change Program

April 15th is just around the corner, 
which means Free Gelato Day is almost 
here! Stop by Humani-T café to enjoy 
your free gelato and 
raise money for a 
local charity! This year 
the event will help 
raise money for Hope 
for Wildlife. For 
additional details visit 
the Facebook page.

Humani-T Café’s Free Gelato Day

Join award-winning marketing 
expert and CBC personality 
Terry O’Reilly as he shares practical 
information on how to make the 
most out of your marketing dollars. 
Taking place on Thursday, April 
27th from 10am until 11:30am at 
the Halifax Central Library in the 
Lindsay Children’s Room you could 
win a copy of Terry’s latest book 
This I Know: Marketing Lessons From 
Under the Influence. Refreshments 
will be provided.

Breakfast with Advertising Guru 
Terry O’Reilly 

Help support the Shoebox Project this Mother’s Day 
with Vitality Medi Spa! The Halifax Shoebox Project 
collects and distributes gifts in the form of 
shoeboxes filled with little luxuries to women in 
shelters. Drop off a shoebox from April 10th to May 
14th (approximate value of $50.00) filled with little 
luxuries to Vitality Medi Spa and be entered to win 
free services for an entire year (maximum of $750).

On Monday April 3rd the SGABA hosted an Open House at the 
Halifax Central Library about the development projects in the Spring 
Garden area and the proposed one-waying of Dresden Row and 
Birmingham Street. We’d like to thank all who attended the event 
with a special thanks to the representatives from Westwood 
Developments, Southwest Properties, Clyde Street Developments 
and Dexel Developments. It was great to see members and 
residents engaged in what’s happening in our area.

Spring Garden Developer Open House


