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16 March, 2015 
 
 
 
 
Honourable Zach Churchill 
Department of Municipal Affairs 
14th Floor North, Maritime Centre 
1505 Barrington Street, PO Box 216 
Halifax, Nova Scotia B3J 3K5 

Delivered via email 
 

Dear Minister Churchill, 

On behalf of the nearly 400 members of the Spring Garden Area Business Association (SGABA), I am 

writing to ask for your support in granting the City of Halifax the tax autonomy it requires to engage in 

meaningful commercial tax reform. 

Under current legislation, Halifax has limited means by which to address the inequities and disincentives 

of owning and/or operating a business in the downtown core of Halifax.  As is the case with most cities, 

downtown assessment values are significantly higher than those found in suburban and rural areas. 

These high assessments translate into substantial tax bills creating a hardship, if not complete barrier, 

for small and independent businesses. 

The Spring Garden area is somewhat unique compared to many other urban centres with its numerous 

historic buildings. While adding to the charm and lure of Halifax, it does limit the type of business that 

can locate in the downtown.  Our architecture is not able to accommodate the large multi-national 

chains simply because the square footage they require to operate is not available, yet, they are the only 

ones able to absorb the high cost of rent. 

This past summer, SGABA worked in partnership with the other Business Improvement Districts in a 

study to better understand the relationship between assessments and tax bills in our respective areas.  

Spring Garden area is the unfortunate leader in assessed values, with an average of $292 per square 

foot.  Compared to Dartmouth Crossing at $38, and Bayers Lake at $16 per square foot, operating a 

business in the busiest shopping district east of Montreal is beyond the reach for most.  
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To avoid further exodus to the suburbs, and to support a vibrant downtown with small business, your 

help in bringing this issue to the legislature is needed. A change to the current Halifax Charter granting 

greater tax authority to the City of Halifax is required and we fully support Mayor Savage and Halifax 

Council in their request. 

Kind regards, 
 
 
 
 

Juanita Spencer 
Executive Director 
Spring Garden Area Business Association 


